
1. SIGNAGE 
Monte do Casarão has been given its very own 
road sign. We are rather 
proud of it. If you drive 
from Monchique, you 
turn left at the Monte do 
Casarão sign. If you 
come from the other 
direction, from Odemira, 
you turn left, obviously. 
Then, after 2.5 kms on 
the improved access 
road you reach your 
destination. This road 
has been broadened and 
a rain ditch has been 
dug alongside (see pic-
ture on the left). All 
thanks to the district 
council. Muito obrigado! 
 

2. LISBON AT CHRISTMAS TIME 
‘Quem nao viu Lisboa, nao viu coisa boa*.’ If 
you have never been to Lisbon, you really 
must add this city to your wish list. There is so 
much to see. You can spend days and days 
just roaming the old city centre. At Christmas 
tide Lisbon is even more special: the entire 

city is illuminated, 
and the Praça do 
Município features 
musical light shows, 
singing, presenta-
tions and perform-
ances. London may 
be famous for its 
Christmas atmos-
phere, but Lisbon is 
at least as much fun. 
* ‘(S)he who has not 
seen Lisbon, has 
never seen a thing 
of beauty.’ 
 

  
3. CORK HARVEST  
Even if you can allow 35 acres of wood and 
foliage to overgrow to some extent, you do 
need some measure of structure and mainte-
nance. The cistus, however beautiful its large 

white 5-petaled flowers may be, tends to 
overrun the other plants. In some places the 
blackberry bushes exceed a man’s height and 

evoke associations to the prince in Sleeping 
Beauty. Next year we want to harvest the cork 
from the cork oak trees, so we do need to be 
able to reach them. 
Do you know, by the way, why cork oaks are 
so red just after their cork has been har-
vested? They’re ashamed of being naked! 
 

4. ROMAN SITE 
In 218 BC the Romans first set foot on Iberian 
soil. They don’t make that much headway, as 
they haven’t banked on the bellicose Lusitani-
ans. Eventually they overcome and remain 
until around 410 AD. Proof of this can be 
found throughout Portugal. Mirobriga, just 
over an hour’s drive from us, is really worth 
visiting, boasting well-preserved ruins, a 
bridge, houses, thermae and a forum. Also, 
Mirobriga has the only circus to be found in 
Portugal, seating 25.000. 

 
5. DAKAR-RALLY 2008 
On January 5 2008 245 motors, 20 quads, 205 
cars and 100 trucks will embark on this 
10.000-kilometer spectacle in Lisbon, where 
the starting shot will be given for the third 
time in a row. They will drive to Dakar by way 
of Spain, Morocco, Mauritania and Senegal. On 
this first day the cara-
van will pass Saboia, 
San Marco da Serra 
and Monchique on its 
way to Portimão, which 
means it just about 
skirts our back yard. 
Count us in! 

Our adress in Portugal is: 

Monte do Casarão 
Pomba 
Caixa Postal 5578 
PT 7630-568 SÃO TEOTÓNIO 
Portugal 
Tel.    +351 283 959 985   
 
Netherlands:  

Geelvinkbaai 8 
NL 2904 BB CAPELLE A/D IJSSEL 
Nederland 
Tel.  +31 104 510 649 

www.a-hill-of-your-own.com 

* l.schimmer@montedocasarao.com 
* n.schimmer@montedocasarao.com 
* w.riemslag@montedocasarao.com 

2008 BOOKINGS 
If you book before January 
1st 2008 we’ll give you a 15 
per cent discount on the total 
cost of your stay.  
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Do you know anyone else who 
might be interested in our 
newsletter? Please let us know 
through  
subscribe@montedocasarao.com 
 
If you no longer wish to re-
ceive our newsletter, please 
send a mail to  
unsubscribe@montedocasarao.com 

From Portugal,  
we wish you  

a very  
merry Christmas 

and a really  
successful  
2008! 

WINNER LONG WEEKEND 
We congratulate Paula Almeida, 
the winner of the November pro-
motion action of the Câmara de 
Comércio Portugal-Holanda. 


