
 

 

Holidays in the Alentejo, Portugal 

you can do all kinds of things and there are per-
formances by well-known music groups and DJs, 
and gigantic fireworks to crown it all.  
 
 
LAVRAR O MAR 
 
An announcement on a play bill for Lavrar o Mar 
promises a true spectacle. Lavrar o Mar 
(literally, Works by the Sea) is the key promotor 
of various theatrical activities at the Costa Vi-
centina. In the absence of real theatres, the 
environment is used as a stage. One time, the 
cliffs and dunes are the backdrop for artists per-
forming their spine-tingling acts, the other time, 
it is Mira River, a swimming pool, the harbour , 
a town or the beach. And very occasionally, in 
winter, you sit indoors, for instance in an old 
circus tent. 

The performances are meant for anyone living in 
the vicinity of the Costa Vicentina, or who hap-
pens to be there: locals, tourists, pupils, immi-
grants, you name it. Often, you form part of the 
spectacle yourself.  
The driving force behind all this are the Italians 
Giacomo Scalisi and Madalena Victorino. They 
are a wonderful couple.  
Let's hope they'll stick around for longer. 
 
 
THE CURSE OF THE WHITE GOLD 
 
Europe is adamant to become less dependent on 
other countries where raw materials are con-
cerned that are needed for the energy transi-
tion. Portugal has the dubious distinction to be 
the biggest lithium producer in Europe – the 
metal is indispensable to electric cars. Lithium is 
already mined on a modest scale for domestic 
use (in the ceramic industry) in combination 
with other resources, but now, big money is 
coming into play (thanks to subsidies and tax 
benefits). Protests abound. Tunnelling mines, 
especially the open pit mines we are talking 
about here, have a devastating influence on 
nature, and many of the appointed areas are 
conservation areas. For instance, Barrosso. A 
really special parish where the inhabitants joint-
ly own and use a vast area of land. The parish 
has even been designated a Globally Important 
Agricultural Heritage System.  

The concessions have not been finalised yet. The 
protests are increasing. The (after all not so 
green) electric car will probably have  
the last word, I'm afraid.  
 

DRIVER'S LICENSE REQUIRED 
 
As per August, we will no longer be allowed to 
drive our tractor on public roads. From that 
date, a special tractor driver's license is re-
quired. We won't need it on our grounds, but 
then, we obviously need to take it to the gar-
age from time to time. So, the gentlemen need 
to gear up.  

The course takes six full days. Wynand has the 
bad luck of being just one month too young; 
otherwise the one-day course would have suf-
ficed for him. As it is, he has to attend all six 
days. One day has been reserved for theory (in 
Portuguese, obviously), the other days are 
dedicated to practice. Safety footwear, an 
overall and gloves are compulsory. For five 
days, they practise hooking up and uncoupling 
various agricultural equipment in the pre-
scribed secure way and navigating a plotted 
course full of right-angled turns. All this towing 
a four-meter trailer, which they also need to be 
able to reverse park properly. It does take a 
few days to learn all that. 
All went well, Wynand and Bas both passed the 
exam. Well done, guys! 
 
 
25 APRIL 
 
Just a few more days and it will be 25 April, the 
day of the Carnation Revolution, commemorat-
ing that Portugal shook off the yoke of 48 years 
of dictatorship. Portugal hasn't been a democ-
racy for long. Only since 1974.  
The revolution was started by the left-leaning 
army captains, who were totally fed up with the 
colonial wars that cost so many lives and so 
much money. Before long, the civilian popula-
tion joined forces with them, putting an end to 
Salazar's dictatorship. Then, it took another 
year before a democratic government was 
formed. The captains did not feel inclined to 
take over the regime.  

By the end of 1974, the first soldiers withdrew 
from Portuguese Guinea. In 1975, Cape Verde, 
Mozambique, Sáo Tomé, Angola and East Timor 
became independent. All this resulted in a 
mass exodus of Portuguese emigrants, who 
returned to their homeland, the retornados.  
25 April is celebrated exuberantly, in every 
town and village alike.  
Obviously, in Odemira as well. For three days,  

 
www.a-hill-of-your-own.com 

www.montedocasarao.com 
 

info@montedocasarao.com 
 

www.youtube.com/
watchv=TVtrTOeEcc&feature=youtu.be 

April 20th, sun, 25° 

 
October Painting week  

 
The october painting week 2023 

will be from 4 till 11 october. 
 

More info you can find on our 
website 

In What To Do 

New Year's lottery 2022 
 

Bowie and Jazz drew the winning 
raffle ticket for Casarão New 
Year's lottery.  
Paulo Meleiro is the lucky winner. 
Congratulations! 


